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Abstract

The objective of the present research is to examine the foundations, approach, and
scope of social jurisprudence from the perspective of Ayatollah Mohammad-Javad Fazel
Lankarani. The research method is descriptive-analytical, and the results indicate that
Ayatollah Mohammad-Javad Fazel Lankarani, as a jurisprudential scholar, provides a
specific definition of social jurisprudence. According to him, social jurisprudence
encompasses social issues and a social approach to other jurisprudential topics. Despite his
belief in the traditional jurisprudential method of ijtihad and its ability to address social
needs, he considers traditional jurisprudence to require completion and thus emphasizes the
necessity of engaging with social jurisprudence. He categorizes the social addresses of
jurisprudence into two types: specific social jurisprudence (figh al-ijtima‘ al-khass) and
general social jurisprudence (figh al-ijtima“ al-‘amm). Based on this, he believes that some
of these addresses are specific to Islamic society, while others are directed at human society
as a whole. It seems that engaging with social jurisprudence is among the necessities of
Shiite jurisprudence. However, it is evident that this engagement must move beyond
generalizations. Therefore, this research is considered a preliminary and introductory text
to social jurisprudence, and its fruition depends on addressing social issues and providing
jurisprudential solutions based on the principles of social jurisprudence.
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